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CAPE TOWN ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EFIS, ETRD, NL, SF 

SUBJECT: FISHERIES: SPERM OIL PRICES 

REF: STATE 20109 CAPE TOWN 0082 

1 . UNION WHALING, ONLY SOUTH AFRICAN WHALING COMPANY, HAS 
PROVIDED FOLLOWING PRICES FOR GRADES DESCRIBED BY THEM AS: 

A) COLD FILTERED SPERM OIL (WINTERIZED) R440 ($506) 

PER METRIC TON, F.O.B. DURBAN IS NON-RETURNABLE DRUMS. 

B) CRUDE SPERM OIL R400 ($460) PER METRIC TON F.O.B. 

DURBAN IN NON-RETURNABLE DRUMS. 

2. COMPANY SPOKESMAN ADDED THAT IN FACT COMPANY DOES NOT 
HAVE ANY SPERM OIL AVAILABLE FOR SALE AT PRESENT. CON- 
SIDERABLE DOUBTS RE UNION WHALING'S FUTURE HAVE BEEN 
EXPRESSED FOR SOME TIME NOW. WHEN QUESTIONED, SPOKESMAN 
ADMITTED IT SEEMED VERY UNLIKELY COMPANY WOULD RESUME WHALING 
IN FUTURE. 
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